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                     Wisdom of the Ages 
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                             July 15, 2006 

“When a senior dies, it’s as if a library burns,” is an anonymous quote that fuels 
my passion for mining the history of seniors.  I feel it is now time to focus our 
energies on preserving and protecting the precious memories and historically 

significant events of the past.  Recording the life stories of our inner-city elders 
will validate their lives, increase self esteem and provide a forum for celebrating 

the history of these often forgotten ones.  My Words of Wisdom, our focus, will 
make available 90 first-hand accounts – up close and personal – of the significant 
turning points in their lives.  Documenting these memories and capturing the 

voices of the seniors will then be a permanent legacy for their family and friends 
to cherish for years to come.  This way, the wisdom that has come from a life-

time well lived will be preserved for the future, for our children. 
 
Project details: 

• Each senior would receive a “one-of-a-kind” book, prepared by one of the 
following:  their “adopted” grandchild, a seminary student, a youth group 

or a caring community volunteer. 

• Training would be held, suitably preparing those entrusted with these 

special memories.  A training guide would be available for others who 
wish to duplicate this project. 

• Short video segments of words of wisdom from many of the seniors 

would be compiled into a DVD, given to each senior to complement their 
book. 

• Children would help in the process, preparing some of the questions to 
ask the seniors and in some cases, conducting the interview. 

 
This project will begin in the fall of 2006 and be completed by December 2007.  

A planning committee will soon begin work on solidifying all the details.  If you 
have ANY interest in helping shape this project, please let me know.  I’d love to 
have you on board and involved in this vital mission.  We want to honor and 

cherish each senior, validating their wisdom, life experience and rich legacy that 
we recognize NOW, not after they die. 

 
 

 


